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Why Oral Health Matters

Healthy teeth help with:

Eating

Talking

Feeling Good

Staying Healthy



Hurts to
brush

Bad Breath

Increased
Irritability

Pneumonia

Refusing
Food

Embarrassed
to Smile

Acting Out

Hurts to eat

Hard to
understand

Poor Sleep

Pain

Skipping
Activities

Poor Oral Health Affects Daily Life



Challenges at Home

Hard to move 
hands or arms

Don’t like the 
feeling of 
brushing

Hard to tell 
others 

what hurts

Strong gag
reflex



Challenges in the Dental Office

Not many 
dentists who 
take Medicaid

Physical
accessibility

Scheduling
and

support

Lack of 
provider training



My Dental Care Passport



Finding the Right Dentist



Dentist Who Accept Medicaid



Finding the Right Dentist



Sedation Dental Services



Finding the Right Dentist

www.oralhealthkansas.org/findingdentist



We Care and Connect

https://heartland.help/directory/



You Make a Difference



2024 Medicaid Provider Network 



Dentist Conversation Toolkit

Oral Health in Kansas 
Everyweek, Kansasfamilieswith Medicaid coverage call dental offices seeking care—often
without success.
• More than 400,000 Kansans rely on Medicaid (KanCare) insurance.
• Adults with disabilities face the greatest barriers to dental care, and poor oral health can 

Support for Dentists is Available 
Youdon’thavetodo this alone.Free resources are available to make treating Medicaid
patients and people with disabilities easier and more successful: 
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/dental-providers/ 
− − − 

 

Why Your Participation Matters in Kansas 
Only one in fourKansas dentists acceptMedicaid—and 
even fewer regularly treat adults with disabilities. Just 3% of dentists work in
safety net clinics, leaving thousands of families without options for care. 
 

How You Can Make a Difference in Your Community 

Information on Medicaid reimbursement and provider enrollment
Training and resources for treating patients with disabilities
How to benefit your office by using the My Dental Care Passport 

By opening your doors, you can make a life-changing difference for neighbors in 
your own community who have nowhere else to turn. 

have a profound impact on their overall health. 

 Enrollas a Medicaid provider.Enrollment is simple, adultsnow have dental coverage, and 
reimbursement rates are improving. 

Support your team to build confidence in caring for people with disabilities. 
Resources are available to help every step of the way. 

Use the My Dental Care Passport. This tool helps patients with disabilities share important 

mobility challenges, communication preferences, sensitivities, and successful adaptations so 
care is smoother for everyone. 

1.

2.

3.

 Be the Dentist Your Neighbors Can Count On 

Together, We Can Improve Oral Health in Kansas 

https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/dental-providers/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/dental-providers/


Videos

Mosaic
Award



Resources

CHANGING IT UP: 
How to modify your
brushing routine when
your body just won’t
cooperate
With physical limitations, taking proper care of your
teeth can sometimes feel like it is not worth the effort.
But wait… did you know that problems in your mouth
can lead to health issues ranging from annoying to
serious? And that people with disabilities are more
likely to experience dental problems? Luckily, brushing
your teeth daily can help you stay healthy. When body
movements are limited, toothbrushing can be tough.
That’s why we put together these ideas to help.



Training Video



Resources
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Questions


