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LEGISLATIVE ASK:

Restore lost Community Developmental Disability Organization (CDDO) administration funding by carrying
the 2.4% increase from FY24 into the FY26 base budget and sustaining the 2.4% waiver allocation as ongoing
support, consistent with legislative intent and system growth. Restore lost State Aid funding so CDDOs can
meet community needs, fulfill Developmental Disability Reform Act (DDRA) responsibilities, reduce the
waiting list, and take on new responsibilities such as the CSW and the sunsetting Autism Waiver. Explore
incorporating local connection into the waiting list process to better prioritize need and ensure timely access
to services.

OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS:

CDDOs are the local point of entry for Kansans with IDD, responsible for eligibility determination, service
coordination, waiting list management, and ensuring access to community-based supports. However, years of
diminished administrative and state aid funding have strained their ability to meet local demand and take on
new responsibilities tied to system modernization and waiver restructuring.

GOALS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASK:

e Carry the 2.4% FY24 increase into the FY26 base budget and maintain it as an ongoing waiver allocation.

e Restore State Aid funding to support core responsibilities under the DDRA and respond to growing
community needs.

e Prepare for expanded duties related to the Community Support Waiver and the transition of the Autism
Waiver.

» Explore incorporating local connection into waiting list processes to better prioritize need and timely
access to services.

WHY THIS MATTERS:

CDDOs are the backbone of local IDD service access. When they are underfunded, families wait longer, system
navigation becomes harder, and individuals may go without needed supports. Restoring CDDO funding
protects the local connection, strengthens equitable access across the state, and ensures Kansas can
responsibly reduce the waiting list while advancing modernization goals.
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