
President's Award Nomination 
 
Award Description: 
The President's Award will be presented to an individual who has responded 
to the needs of individuals with disabilities in a significant and effective 
manner. 

 
NOMINEE:  
ORGANIZATION:  
 
Include a narrative including answers to the following questions. You may also attach a 
maximum of three letters of support. Additional information may be attached if 
necessary.   

• To what needs has the person responded? 
• How were those needs fulfilled? 
• List any personal services and/or achievements that are pertinent. 
• Provide a biographical sketch of this person. 
• Additional information. 

 
NOMINATION NARRATIVE:  
It is my honor to nominate Andrea Polf for this year’s President’s Award.  As Vice President of 
Client Services for Arrowhead West, Inc., Andrea has worked tirelessly to support choice, 
independence, and self-advocacy for persons served.  Her leadership has led to numerous 
improvements in facilities and equipment, processes, procedures, staffing, and training, 
supporting the needs of individuals served in Arrowhead West’s Residential and Day programs, 
Transportation, Case Management, and Infant-Toddler Services. 
 
After graduating from Northwestern Oklahoma State University in Alva, Oklahoma, where she 
majored in Psychology and minored in Business and Speech Pathology, Andrea joined 
Arrowhead West.  During her 28-year career with Arrowhead West, she has served as a Job 
Coach, Case Manager, Community Employment Manager, and Division Manager before 
assuming her current role of Vice President of Client Services.  Through her broad range of 
experiences in these various positions and commitment to her own professional education and 
growth, Andrea has gained a deep understanding of federal and state laws and regulations, CARF 
standards, and other best practices in the field of I/DD services.  Along with that knowledge, her 
positive attitude and can-do spirit inspire staff and clients to always strive for improvement and 
goal achievement. 
 
One of my favorite stories about Andrea comes from early in her career.  At the time, Arrowhead 
West had a contract in Medicine Lodge to manufacture wooden storage pallets.  Facing a 
delivery deadline and several workers out unexpectedly, Andrea, dressed in a skirt and heels, 
jumped in to help build pallets for the day.  I think this story encapsulates one of the things that 
makes Andrea so special.  She is totally committed to supporting persons served and will do 
everything that she possibly can to help them overcome barriers and achieve their goals for 
choice, independence, and community inclusion.  She is a truly inspiring leader and colleague. 
 
 
 



NAME OF PERSON MAKING THIS NOMINATION: Mike Stein, President of 
Arrowhead West 
ORGANIZATION: Arrowhead West, Inc 
TELEPHONE: 620-227-8803 
E-MAIL: mstein@arrowheadwest.org 
 
     I have reviewed and agreed to the criteria for filming the awards video. 
     I have obtained approval for this nomination from the submitting agency’s Executive Director. 
 

Send this form via email to mshreve@interhab.org                                                             
The deadline to submit award nominations is June 7! 
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