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Whitney Hodgin

Dodge City Globe

How many knots does a man have to make before he bests the rest in the world record for largest crochet
square?

Nathan Schaller is competing for the Guinness World Record largest crochet square in the granny square
pattern and plans to win the title in 2025.

Progress has been slow, but steady, as he works diligently towards the goal during his free time after work and
while watching TV with his roommate Urial Garcia. So far, he has a 10-foot by 10-foot earth-tone blanket that
covers most of the living room floor.

“I’ve been crocheting for 20 years, and yes, I consider myself a competitive guy,” Schaller said. “It makes me
feel great and very positive, like an achiever.”

Where once he questioned his ability, the 30-year- old now is a professional crafter. He sells his wares on
Facebook and teaches other crocheters how to sharpen their skills.

“I tried questioning myself if I could do it or not,” he said. “And then it came to me, I can do this and I’m not
going to stop until I achieve this record.”

He plans to donate his record-winning crochet square to a Kansas-based museum or even the Carnegie Arts
Center in Dodge City so to inspire others to take up the craft.

“I would recommend anyone try this hobby if they want to be taught or learn,” he said. “The art of crocheting is
an awesome skill and gift.”

The Guinness World Records guidelines allow for a team of people to crochet the square together, but Schaller
said he would rather go it alone.

“I prefer to be a lone wolf,” he said. He said crocheting helps him reduce anxiety and even promotes a sense of
calm whenever he picks up a hook and his favorite brand of Red Heart yarn.

“The reason I crochet is because it relieves the stress and has me focus on stuff,” he said. “Area mental health
center taught me to crochet to cope with my social anxiety and my ADHD. When I’m in public I get
overwhelmed easily. This calms me down. I ask myself, ‘Do I really need to be overwhelmed right now?’”
Another hobby that calms Schaller down is gardening in the Dodge City Community College garden, where he
sows seeds of charity by carefully tending two beds full of produce he donates to Manna House and Friendship
Feast.

He has been known to sell his crocheted blankets, as well as his handmade rosaries. It’s a hobby he said he
picked up from his grandfather, who also used to make rosaries.

Father Wesley at Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe sometimes blesses the rosaries made of gemstones like
amethyst, topaz and jasper, he said.

“You have to have patience to work with beads,” he said.

Never enough knots for Nathan Schaller
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He must have patience to crochet a 67-foot by 67-foot record-winning crochet square, too.

A future record-winning crochet square frames crafter Nathan Schaller inside his Dodge City home,
where he continuously creates to keep his mind calm and competitive.






